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The Negev is in Danger.

Please Give a Damn.
The Need for Voice of America is
Gone With the Wind.

On a large lerritory of our small country, speclal Inleresls are
planning to bulld a large facliity which Is likely 1o cause an
unprecedented ecologlcal, environmental and puhllp~heulth disasler,
while also hurting the tourist trade, and the economy of the region. The
population of nearby selllements will be forced to abandon their homes.
Si¥lenn shoriwave broadcasting transmilters with their 24 antennas, with
heighls of up 1o 200 m., will emil electromagnetic radlation of the highest
intensity generated anywhere In the world, Interfering with the abilily
ol Israell planes 1o maintain thelr flight paths, and with the migralion
of milllons of birds. All forms of life in the ragion will be severely
damaged, and tha ecosyslem ruined.

The original molivation lor selling up a Volce ol America broadeasling
station in the Middle East no longer exists. The lron Curtain has fallen.

It is reasonable to presume that, in the lighl of currenl knowledge, not one
ol the 50 US slales would consent to the conslruclion ol a similar Tacility
within its boundarias.

SRR SR AR-1IAH
hatETRY OYYRh DlaTe

We urge the Israel Government, and the American President and
Vice-Presldent to cancel this monstrous project.

Qur concern musl be nol lor the immediale, lemporary advantages of this
project, bul for the salely and well-being ol luture generalions.

Josel Tamir
Chairman, Lile and Environment
Prol. L. Flshelson - Sciontilic Advisor D. Margolin, Association Tor Envirgn-
A. Alon, M. Sheller - Socioty lor the mental Quality
Protection of Natmea H. Katzav, M. Freedman, Consumer
M. Halevl, Y. Bardugo, Union of Local and Environmen! Prolection Authority
Muthaorities ol the Hisladrut
L. Golomblick, Azzocialion of Y. Lﬂhth'. T. Horl, Izrasl Wizo
hmaricans and Canadians in Israal Fedaration
H. Groah, Hadassah lsrael ¥. Be'erl, Public Counci for the
M. Monlag, B'nai Brith Provention of Moise and Pollution in
¥, Elran, Jewish Malional Fund Israwl
A. Etzlon, Israel Union of Landscape B. Palal, Israel Society for Ecology and
Archilecls Emaronmental Cuality Sciences
S. Benjamin, Econal H. Haberer, lsrael Landscape
A, Tal, Israel Unson far Environmental Gardeners Associalion
Delense D. Har-Even, Community Aclon
M. Zibner, Honorary Secretary, Lile Commifles of the Histadwul
ard Environmarnd Z. Tzur, Ha'amal
Z. Ron, Academic Women's Union Y. Peltz, Organization lor Belter Housing
M. Turez, Association of Enginears ¥. Cohen, Holary
and Archilects in Israpl Y. LIIJ"E_H!H. .F'-SS{:CIRIH:II':! ol 1
G. Shomeah, lsrmel Economic Fodim Ervironmenial Quality i
on tha Envirorament D. Monlag, Guardians ol the Environmeni =

Contributions 1o help cover our expenses will be apprecialed:
American-Israel Bank Lid., Ibn Gvirol Branch, Tel Aviv, Account 79767,

€667 LS0d WATYSNHAr
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Josef Tamir chairmanof Lite and Environment*

Cry, Lost Land

Earth Cannot be Imported

"It wa have agricullure — we have a homeland too™
Mosha Smilansky

I?.lﬂ-m is now in the grip ol an accelarated

Ireging ol  agricullural land for
developmenl al a wild pace. The real
meaning of this Is the permanent loss
of more than one hall of Israel’s arable
land, Cilrus groves, orchards, vineyards,
liglds and pasture land, wooded land, the
lasl nalural beaches in ihe Maditerrangan,
and open spaces are disappearing
forever, In their place, seas ol concrela,
Iighway inferseclions, bridges, roads, and
commercial, indusirial and residential
buildings are being erecled, lo cover the
face of Iha country, Those responsible ara
rel Inleseslod in e cdaviroament inpaet,
or in long term planning. The developars
are racing lorward in a mad rush, with no
thought ol sustainable development, As a
resull, Israel enjoys the dubious honor of
being In violation of the 1932 Rio UN
Convenlion on Development and
Emvitoment.

The Gold Rush

Ihe Planning and Construction Law has
been_emasculaled, The public Is
prevanted lrom any say on the fate of the
ervironment il lives in, or on lulure qualily
of ifa in Israel. The reserves ol green and
agricullural land are being destroyed by
hodies wilh vesled Inleresis. (Greed and
quick prolils are undermining Israel's
supreme nalional inleresls.™

The Country Is Becoming One Hugs
Megalopolis

The inevitable oulcoma of the currenl
sifuabion Is thal Israel wall become one
enormous cily. As In sinilar monsirous
conurbalicns around the world, this
process engenders harmiul ecological

and environmenial phenomena. The
spread ol wbanizalion will seal up the
land, and preclude the collection ol
rainwaler In underground aquilars.
Urbanization will also severely sirain the
seworage and wasla disposal sysiems.
Traltic will become a crtical lssue. The
upshol will ba an increasa In poverly, an
upsurga in crlme, more unemployad,
more homeless people on the shieels, and
the undermining ol law and order.

The Fabric ol our Soclely I1s In Danger
Thea Airm: Public lonvolvaemeni

Tha bitler lessons ol hasly, unplanned
urbanizallon around tha globe have
passed unnoticed in Israsl. Wa Ignore the
examples ol Los Angales and Naw Delhi,
Mexico CHy and Cairo, Sac Paulo and
Calcuttia, and dozens al other
maltropises around the world, This mad
rush Is robbing Israel ol her lood base,
and will make her depandenl on lood
imporis — anolher threat to our fulure.

Oine behall of the 24 nationwide non-prolil
organizalions promaoling quality of lile and
fha anvironmenl and theair 120,000
members, | appeal to the Prime Minister,
Mambars ol the cabinel, Knessel and
heads ol local authorilies 10 pul a slop o
thiz irreparable sall-desiruction,

We call on the public to become involved
and respond o this disastrous situalion.

Flanned davelopment - Y35

Aushed, destiuctive development - MO
Suslainable developinen! - Y88
Fictitlious development — PO

* Phe 1804 Ste of tha World Yearbook (Murch 18540 publshed by the Bockiwalch Insidie in London and Aew
Wk, cdigy LIN. sources and govmnmental sceica apancies, repars thal the amounl of available fand
T ingfaresl |fd pegwicd J.1|;|I-|.‘."I|' deryEating. e Cairdes, #re@fand @amkad plaa, Fh}l"llhﬂl'l prnalaal vse of kand

] puipini i fevepeienl. Macrss gnd Lasd Tood croys arg Shah

dmanrialiiag By the yeor 2010, ihe

workd 5 porul o Wil pass [he 7 lildn nak aqd lerael § papindlaet woll ieach 8 sillaa e 25 cotifnes iaaay Mwend
i o mowgh danking walar and faer waled sources ang nol being reslock md,

[ecarificaton is expanding al an prpracadenfeg 1afa

The Massacre of the
Good Land

On June 25, 1979, while | served as MK, |
raised (he Issue ol preserving agricultural
lands In tha Enassel, This Inillative was in
responsa o pressure by Inlerasted parlles,
eager o axploll land commercially. The
governinant was inclined lo give in to these
davalopars. Following my  Inltiative,

Agriculiure Minkster Arlel Sharon mada the

loltowing responses:

@ In Israal thara are 4,630,000 dunams of
mrabla fand., Since the psiablishmant ol
Ihe State of 1srael in 1948, some one
milllon dunams of agricultural land have
boan made available lor non-agricultueal
developmant.

#® Sinca 1965, with ihe passing ol the
Plannlng and Conslocilon Law, 1ha
formation ol the Coammilles for
Consarving Agricullural land, and [ha
declsion thal agricullural land thal cannol
be changed withoul ihe approval ol this
commitee, Ihe tida of recing agricullurat
land lor other purposes has been
savarely curiailed,

# Thda Minlstry of  Agdeuliure's
tepresenialives en the Commillea lor
Consarving Agriculiural Land successiully
block altempls lo release agricullural
tand,

#® Tha Minlstry of Agriculture sees In tha
presarvalion of agricultural land a
halional imperative, and will conlinue 1o
light altampls o lake over agriculural
land, This will ensure fulure agriculiural
production lor the domestlc and loraign
markels.

& Agricultural production supplies 96.9% ol
leod production,

fem years laler, In 1989, the Same Arlel
Sharon, how Minister of Housing and
Conslructlon, rendered the Planning and
Consirdctlon Law Impolenl by bringing In
emergency ragulations, thus robbing (e coundy
and lis cliizens ol their mosl valued assel,
namely, arable and green land. The present
pgovernmant 1s conlinuing e murder of the good
land,

in an arlicle | puhlished wnder the Tille “Tha
Murclar of tha Good Land™ In Ha'aneiz on Augus]
18, 1979, | poinied oul the danger behind the
lemplation o tuen Israel inla a land ol concrele
Mo eounby In the world seeks o reduce the
cost of housing, by ellminating e mamsiay of
its lile = land.

* Life And Enviromiment
fon-Governmen! ndeelfa  orgadizabion o promoia The
El-n.;u e e mrnd Phe mvimmnnend in ferael

O 20040, Tel Awy 51200
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